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 Jesus didn’t try to impress people.  Jesus influenced people.  Jesus didn’t try 
to impress people.  Jesus empowered people.   
 What about you?  When you interact with the world – when you speak to 
people, people you’ve known for a long time, or people you don’t know well at all; 
when you carry on with your daily business, are you trying to impress?  Or are you 
trying to influence?  Are you trying to empower?   
 The desire to impress people (is widespread!) comes out of an uncertainty 
about what we have to offer.  Am I good enough?  Am I talented enough?  Am I 
attractive enough?  Am I performing at a high enough standard?  Even that person 
who seems to always out-perform everyone in the room, that person who everyone 
else says, “how does he do it?”  “How does she manage to have everything together 
all the time?”   That person might be the most insecure of anyone, and working the 
hardest to get people’s esteem.  
 Sometimes there are clear no-nonsense pressures bearing on us – someone 
with authority in your situation, somebody who can make problems for you, saying 
you better measure up.  That’s a fact of life, and we find ourselves trying to impress 
those people.   
 But even more common than that is a self-imposed pressure, based on our 
desire to meet some idea of perfection that exists within ourselves.  We want to be 
an impressive employee, or administrator; an impressive spouse or child, or parent, 
an impressive community member or church member.  We want to be able to say to 
the world, and in turn we want to say to this internal standard, I’m good, see?  I’m 
good.  We want to impress.  This is a real part of our lives.   
 I don’t know what your issues are, but one of my issues that I struggle with is 
comparing myself to the other parents standing around waiting to pick my kids up 
from school.  I don’t know exactly why, but I never seem to notice that my kids have 
oatmeal all over their faces, or that their hair is sticking out wildly from the sides of 
their heads, or that they have mismatched shoes (really?  Mismatched shoes?) until I 
get  to the school with them, and I see all the other children all nicely put together, 
looking like they belong in one of those poster ads at Target.   And I think their 
parents must really be doing something right that I’m not, because I find it very hard 
to pull off perfect-looking kids. 
 I’m impressed by these other parents, and I want to impress – I want to have 
myself together as much as they have themselves together.  I want to prove that I’m 
good enough.  
 Jesus didn’t worry about whether he was good enough. Well, I don’t know – 
maybe he did have some moments of self-doubt – I don’t know.  He certainly took a 
lot of criticism – and often the people who didn’t like him talked bad about him 
trying to make him out to be the exact opposite of who he really was.  If that’s ever 
happened to you, you know how bad it feels, and sometimes you start to believe 
your bad press.  So if Jesus had times of feeling discouraged or even insecure, we 



could understand that, but we also know that he didn’t let those moments hold him 
back.  We know that he consistently chose to remember who he was as a child of 
God, and he chose to live his life for the sake of the work and the witness he was 
called to offer.   

As we read the bible, as we hear the stories of Jesus again and again, and see 
difference Jesus makes in the lives of so many people, it’s clear that Jesus Christ is an 
extraordinary person - and a lot of the time as Christians we use the most majestic 
language we can find to describe – he is the king of kings, he is the Lord of our lives, 
he is sovereign.  But Jesus himself did not worry about impressing people, 
convincing them of how awesome he was.  Jesus wasn’t interested in acclaim, he didn’t 

campaign for people’s affection, and he was often quite intentional about avoiding the 

spotlight.  
 We see this throughout the Gospel of Matthew – Jesus does no 
grandstanding.  He heals people and tells them not to tell anyone.  He gives the 
sermon the mount, including many of his most well-known teachings, to a small 
group of people in a kind of retreat on a hilltop.  Throughout the gospel, the more 
notoriety Jesus gets, the more often he tries to get away from everyone, leaving 
without notice to find a secluded place to pray.  Even in our scripture reading today, 
a story of Jesus surrounded by five thousand people, the story begins with Jesus 
trying to get away from everybody.  If we read just a little earlier in the story from 
where we began our reading, we learn that Jesus has just learned that his friend and 
mentor John the Baptist was killed – he was grieving and he went off to be by 
himself, but people came out and found him.   
 Even though Jesus was an exceptional person (and by the way – every one of 
you is exceptional.  You are brilliant; you are beautiful; you are capable; you are 
good), even though Jesus was an extraordinary person, he did not try to impress 
people.  That wasn’t his goal.  He wanted to influence people.  He wanted to 
empower people.   
 If we desire to influence, to empower, it’s because we understand that the 
things that are most important are greater than us.  The things we care about the 
most are things that go far beyond our individual insecurities, our personal agendas, 
our individual aspirations.  Love isn’t just about me; peace and justice are not just 
about me.   I want these things to increase throughout God’s world, I don’t want 
peace just for me, I want peace for everyone - I want to influence and empower, so 
that the good news of Jesus Christ will be known throughout the world.  Peace is 
making a claim on violent people; words of hope are being spoken into hopeless 
situations.  God is at work, and you and I can be part of it.  We desire for the gospel 
to increase so that the Kingdom of God will come, as we pray every week, on earth, 
as it is in heaven.  When we are most in the grip of this desire, we don’t care about 
impressing people.  We simply want to influence people for good.  We want to 
empower our friends, acquaintances, families, our neighborhoods, our communities, 
we want to empower the movement of the world toward love, justice, healing, hope.   
 Jesus had gotten that terrible news about John, and he left to go to a deserted 
place to be alone.  His disciples followed but I think they held back a little bit – I 
think they knew he needed some space.  We don’t know how the word got out, but it 
got out, and as soon as folks heard Jesus was nearby they came by the thousands 



and surrounded him.  Do you have any more of that healing we’ve been hearing 
about?  Speak to us about the kingdom of God, won’t you?  And so Jesus didn’t get to 
have his alone time after all, he had compassion on the people, he came ashore and 
spent the day with them.  But of course, they were out in the middle of nowhere, as 
the sun began to set, Jesus’ disciples rightly observed that they were approaching a 
serious dilemma with five, ten thousand people out there with nothing to eat.    
 “Jesus, send these people away.  They need to set off for the towns where 
they can buy some food.”  But Jesus looked at his friends, and he said, “These folks 
don’t need to go away.  You give them something to eat.”  You know there was a 
gleam in his eye.  The disciples said, “We have five loaves of bread”  Jesus said, we 
can work with this.  He had folks take a seat, he took the bread and fish, he looked 
up to heaven and blessed the food, and then he gave it to his friends, to give away.  
The disciples fed the crowd – did you ever notice that detail?   The disciples took the 
bread and the fish to the crowd, and the people fed the people. 
 When everyone had finished eating, there were twelve baskets full of left-
overs.  Now I don’t know how this miracle actually worked – there are some who 
believe that people in the crowd were so inspired by the disciples’ willingness to 
offer all that they had to this crowd of strangers, that they decided to act in kind.  
They were empowered to pull how a little bread that they’d brought along but had 
been holding back, and passing it along as well.  And if everyone shares everything 
they have, people don’t go hungry.  Isn’t that a beautiful thought?  That the spirit of a 
community was transformed so that everyone together could a express a radical 
collective generosity – and so pass it on, pass it on, pass it on.   I don’t know if that’s 
how it actually worked, but even if Jesus was feeling particularly supernatural that 
day, he could have done something utterly spectacular to knock everyone’s socks 
off.   
 You and I could have inherited a story over the generations of Jesus doing 
something really awesome to impress everyone.  And if that’s the Jesus had done it 
that day, then years later, when the disciples were hanging out, talking about the 
good old days, and one of them says, “Remember that time when Jesus fed all those 
people?  That was amazing!”  And as they remembered this impressive feat, it 
wouldn’t have occurred to any of them that they could do what Jesus did.   
 It’s quite a different to imagine the disciples talking later, saying, remember 
that time we fed that giant crowd of people together? Wasn’t it amazing what we 
were able to do?  We didn’t think we could do it, but we did it!  We didn’t know how 
it worked, but it worked!  You know, we should do that again sometime.   
 Brothers and sisters, we are all children of God.  We are good, you are good 
enough – we don’t need to impress anyone.  God is doing great things, love is at 
work among us and beyond us, and we get to be a part of it.  So let Jesus empower 
you, so that you can influence and empower everyone around.  You’ll be amazed at 
the miracles you find yourself in the middle of.   


